Synapses upon the axon origin of dorsal horn neurons in the rat spinal cord.
Axon terminals synapsing with axon hillocks or origins of Golgi-impregnated and gold-toned neurons in the dorsal horn of the rat were shown in serial electron micrographs. Synapses occurred irrespective of the site (perikaryon or dendrite) and mode (with or without an axon hillock) of the axon origin. The synapsing axon terminals contained 3 populations of vesicles: pleomorphic and flattened synaptic vesicles and a combination of pleomorphic and dense-core vesicles. The membrane thickening in the axon-axon hillock synapses was of the symmetrical type.